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Application ne, 7465101
Amociation of Cltizens Radko v. The former Yugoslay Repuhlie of Macedonin

Dhcar S4r,

1 write 1o tnform vou that following & preliminary examnimtion of the admissibility of
the sbove application on 3 November 2005, the Chamber 10 which the casc has been
allocand decided, under Rale 54 § 2 (b) of the Rules of Court, that nofice of the applicaticn
should be given o the Government of the former Yigostay Republic of Macedoma and that
the Government should be invited o submiy writien ohservations on the admissiility =nd
merits of the case.

The Government have beon roguestad 10 deal with the questions se2 out in the snex 1o
theis letter.

The Govermnment have been roquested to submit their observations by 6 February 2006.
These will be sent to you in order that you sy submit written otsenvations in reply on bebsld
of the spplicant. Undes Rube 34 § 4 (a), the Govemmenl have been aitharised to submit their
mmwnmmmmmm;mmumﬁmm-
translation into English or French no later than four weeks afier the sbove time-limit.

I enclose for yous information a statement of facts prepared by the Registry.



424

Lasmty, | would inform you that ac this stage of the proceedings free legal aid may be
sppited for under the Court’s legal aid scheme by applicants who have insulficient means 1o
pay for legal representation. | enclose a copy of the relevant chapter of the Rules of Coun for
your information. You should let me know s soon as possible whether an application for
Jegal aid will be made in the present case. The nesessary forms will then be sem 1o you.

Yours faithlully,
Berget
Section Registrr

Ence: Statement of ficts and Questions
Chapeer X



ANNEX

Application ng, 7463191
The ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS RADKO and PAUNKOVSK]
¥. the former Yugsilav Republic of Macedonis

QUESTIONS

| Hm:!tﬁﬂlwliwﬂﬂhmdnﬂcﬂhﬂwmmumqﬂﬂﬁ
Articde 35 § 1 of the Conventioa? In particular, was the appeal apainst the docision of the
Basic Court of Ohnd desturimg the formal eessaton of the Assoclation, which it feiled w0
exhaust an effective rewdy within the meaning of this provision in respect of the first
appticant’s complaint usder Article 11 of Ibe Convention? 1f moi,

2 Was the inderference with the first applicast’s froadom of sesocistion is compliance
with Adticke 11 § 2 of the Conventicn, with the special reference o the fallowing sepasate
issipesr

20 Was the mesvare declasing the Association's Articles of Associstion and fss
Programenc null and voad “preseribed by law"™?

2.2. What were the rezsons for the State's interference ie. which were the “kgitimate
aimis)” for the dissolution of the Association’

2.3, Was there, and if 30, what was the “pressing social soad nocessary i a democratic
society” that cntailed the dissolution of the Associstion, and

24. Was the Sime’s inerfercace with the first spplicamt’s freadom of sssocistion
propoetionste o the aimis) parsued?



Asplication no, 2465101
The ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS RADKO and uuuuqm
¥. the former Yugealav Republic of Macedonia

THE FACTS

The fisst spplicant, the Association of Ciii “Radko” (the
csaciution’) and the sccond applicant, Mr Roris Paunkovski, fhe
Chusrman of the Association. is a Macedonizn and Bulganan nationsl. borm
Iﬂﬂwhﬁmﬁﬂuﬂlﬁ:%?wﬂ'k{wﬂhﬁm:rm
hmmﬂhfmdwfmhyw\‘.ﬂmmwmﬂ.ﬂuv,m
Lywyees practising m Sofia, Bulgaria

A. The circumatsnees of the cavg

DullthM:mMnﬂmﬁmthm
wﬁmfmﬂﬂdﬂwﬁmﬁmiﬂhﬂcimufﬂhﬂ.mlﬂmn:mh
hﬂtmiﬂfﬂlﬁdmgmmﬂ:hmﬁamﬁlrhﬂﬁmd
msociaaons of citizens and foundstions under the followmg mame:
“Associatem of citizens Radko-Obrid”,

On 27 October 2000 the official laumch of the Association 1ok place i 3
hoted i Skopie, mmﬁtman?upulwﬂqmblianHm
Mmhnpm-nw:harhmdmunmfﬂnhmnﬁm-ﬂhmm

partcipants started 1o beat and kick the boys. They mansped to abscond, st
.mimuimﬁmﬁmmwwmm‘m
Face”™ excerpt from the daily newspaper “Litrinill vesmik™ from 30 October
mpm“m-mmummwmmm
of the Asmsociation which condemned ils foundation sad functioning as
mmhhﬁmdmnmummumamm.nm“m
“fascist™, which “rchabilitises the terrovism and faccism, which were the
basic charscteristics of Hitler’s collaborator Vangho Mibaglon™ (encerpe
froms the Devwspapers “Uirringdy veamik”, above cited and “Deevail™ from 24
Doy J000),

_ Fdlﬂﬁ;lpuiﬁmhdwbymuﬂ lswyers in Dctober 2000, on 21
March 200] the Conasitutional Cowt declared the Assoctition’s Articles of
Ammwmmmnm-ﬂmunmﬂm



§ ey AKNESCLA NS OF CHPLAENN MADIE) st PANSKONEALH o TR FORANTS,
VLAOCE AN EEFUBLA 0F MACEDORAN - STATIMEEN T OF FALTY

On 10 April 2001 the docision of the Cormbional Coumt wis-
‘I the ~Offficial Chazete of e Republic of Macodonia” smd bocssne final
] enforogside.

On 16 Jamary 2001 the Basss Comn of Obwid £x officly declarod the
h—lmqfhhm&mm#_ﬂmmth
dewine,

!, The Agpciarion s Armoes

Article } of the Articles definad the Amocistion s an independan. nos-
podzical swl poblic crpamiation. which sudics sod pramedes the

Livansim hMovomcnt heough commonly scoepied democrtic
e yismdards.

M*ﬁmmduﬁumﬁﬂ

“The Anociation hus the fllowing chjsttive: sd teky;
it endaivoy o miae and af¥fimm the Masedonin ultural wuse
= i endeuvours w0 st the rediconal civical and fumen valee

= i endanvouns o popolerise S obpctives, tasks sl idess of the
Mascdeaiin Libotation Moviement throegh publication of its oava
newspaper, publidiing serviey, livesry, thiogh is own elaoesic
moadia, saminars, conferenoi, formme snd ofer cultud lorm of
ST T

Article § g2t oo it e Aokt will S1akn These ebitctives and Bals
mough-

= indidaal and collective sctivities of i members, bodies mmd
streciures of e Amocistion,

= cpoperstion of Uk Amocatim wilh other vimller soociateons.
wmd structunes  from e oouniny sed sbwod

Anticle ® provided Bt every citiren whe st the Avscistin's
Programume coald hooome 3 momber,
Artiche 10§ 1 resd my Sollows:

“Every cilizen of the Repobli of Macnlonta, s well @ sitioen of 2
foccige staec who ban resched fhe age of 18 may, becoens & membor
affier signing up 4 memberskip spphcation”

L The fesocianion’s Progromme

The Asoczstivon’s Programme of 24 2000 oowsisted of
paragriphs. b read 5 Gallows: oy i



- RPN OF MACEDO0GLA < STATTARENT (F YALTR )

“The Association s founded & oom-governmentad, nos-pacty sl
.mﬁliﬁﬂww&lh-mhh_nju-ﬂdnmhm
cullural space, t establish the raditional cllical and Beman virees.
lﬁﬁhh‘%ﬁuwmww
publication of it cwm newspaper, publishing activisy, libwary, throogh
i own clectromic modia, seminacs, confrences. forams s other
culursl fosms of action.

Foe the above objectives, the Associasion will veganise public forums,
with the participation of an outitanding cultaral and schentifhe worlocn
firnoen the ceesmry and sheosd theogh ils kol commbtions”

3. The dszoviation s promotional feafiee

The promotional leafet of the Association fwhich sllegedly sccompusind
the bethers of invitstion for the opening ceremeny) was published i e
beginaing of Oceober. It provided infosmation aboot i name, objectives
and medies of thaw sccomplishmess 11 read x folloms:

=4, Newe of the Ausorizsion

The founders of the Associalion have lakin as itk name he ot
froquently wsed paewdonym of Iven Mihaglov, RADKO,

Ivan Mihsglov-Radko, his meme. his Tife, his nevolutionary activity
and especiaily bis cultural and litorary activity are deeply wovien i the
Hmryﬁ[w:,?mhd.hﬂmdmmhhﬂmhﬁﬁ
mmwiu.hhm:ndlﬂlm;hpdhﬂﬁnhﬁd
W.WMTMﬁmAw.AMﬁ&

B e 15 bo evalusted, # & undisputabie that undst his leadership
ﬁHlnﬁimLhﬁmMMhﬁﬂmmwﬂfm
hremrean, sparit’s bove for Frocdom. Ths, he placod down an shligation on
the fumire graentioas b complete the holy Iieration.

Imumhﬂdhm&hwmilﬁ
1990). Hee remained and worked as an intelloctsal and moral pillar of
e revolotionary and culurad stragele of the Bulgaisss from
Macedanla. It allows us 10 state Sat his publications sre the mest
muthentic and the mas rellsble evidence of the ideclopical comtents of
M_Hmtmmmhumhﬂmi
hrr_hunhhﬁwnﬂnuntw&nihh
His written fegacy pronides the provent md coming genevations with
he mos concroie evidence of the revadetionary and cubssl sarugghe of
h_hhhh-maﬂ;ingwm%n
Fﬁ:ﬁw-_\mwm-ﬁauhﬂ-tﬂmnd
unchamgiable value i the recont hastory of Macodonia *

A2, The Association skms to:-



-Mﬂdh#mﬂmﬂﬂwum
the cilpers) and havtorscal identity of the Shas foom Macedesia who
mwummmhm

. gl b traditionl echic and hummen valbaoss;
- affimn the aeas of the Macodoniss Liberaiion Movemnl

1.3, The Associafion roalises ity objretives teough:

- own book-peblishing scchvry, publication of K oS nEWNpaGET
and v leseia rracetis,

-Mﬂmhmummﬂmmwm
sientificand  cultursl scholaes (o the country and abeoad:

.wuimmnrmmmmmmmWhm
withs sbenilar Associations and cepaeasatioos Froot the cousary of
aibread.

4. The procedurs before the Corseinaransl Cosr

i or shout s Oxtober J000 throg pescticing lewyers fromn Skopje, (Had 2
petition before the Consnunonal Count of Mascodosis challenping the
mMn[hMﬂn'sﬁrﬁdﬁﬁFmgm-ﬂﬂhﬂmr
the Coeatution.

o ihe sl of (he Asscciation ane infiliession of Balgaran lagsaic
mmmumm-ﬂm“r

The petitioners notad hat all the Assexcistion's document bore the flag of
¥ encho Mihagkn, They funhermare weet on o conchods that;

“The Association promotes the Vancho's (meaning lvan Mihagiov)
ideotogy for chanpe of the mational conscience of the Macedonian
people for the bonefit of other oo, which desiroys the Macedoakan
ol fenbure and Joads B0 emcouragowent and mciiemerit ol &
hatred and inlolerence, The Associason rehabilitsies and
e oeyrorism mnd fasciom, & crucial charsctoritic of the work
ol collaborstor Vancho Mibajlov, as “holy liberation sct” and
bepacy that B lefl over 1o someune 10 fimish it The Sl from
Macedonia, who speessod as Rulgartisns (Savwpu) roughout the

i

it



- raise and affiem the Macedeaien cultural spacs; having s preeity
the culmural aad historical sheptity of the Slave Fom Macodosn who
hrve appested 3u Bulgarises throughost (he centurics.

‘mwwi:nrmﬁmm
- affern Ehe adei of the Mascodonian Liboration Movesssa,

L3, The Assocustion realises itx objectives. (hogh

= emm book-pobliibing activity, poddication of it oun Bewspaper
and ewn eleninonic mhn;

= ppasingtiin of conFermocs, ey and forums with oxttandimg
scertilic and  culeersl scholers from the comitry and absmad

- oooperion with siciific, coltural sl odecaronal iastitunons,
with sitrale Amcciation and ofganiatie from the aouminy or
abwood,

4, The procodare bdere the ompingioml Cowre

1 of st in Ovtober 7000 theee praciicing bosyers fom Skopie, Glad 3
paition before the Constitutiona] Court of Macodeia challmging e
conforniy of The Assodiation's Artiches snd Peopraimss with Astich 20 of
the Construthm.

The peotitioners, luter alia, sremed thar

...hmﬂhﬂmﬁumuﬂiﬁmﬂh@ﬂlm
inpredsont isto e Mascdonisn lepuage aad alphaber.. ™

The petitionen oeded that o the Association” ;mmhmﬂ
Vanche MBujlov, They furfcrmars went on b0 concluds thal:



BIPERESOF WACEDOMEA - NTATEMENT 0 KA1 B

sl |- fioomdal dhowbts That the Asdociation’s Artiches and
mﬁmﬂdmﬂuﬁmlﬂﬂmd‘hmwnr
the Republic of Macolonis sl mcitomen 8 patiaal or mfigion
mumuudumwmnmm
the Comtitition of the Tepablio of Masadosia™.

T #lvo declancd il as incosspetent o padge the constivationality of the
decision of te Basie Comn of Ohrid. as bomy oot 3 negulason
Tor which lhe comrt is vesiad o decide opdin.

Om 21 March 2001 the Comsaational Cowrt doslared the Ascocistion”s
Articles and Programme mull md void, 23 beimg dirodtad tlowank viodent
dotruction of the coenteutional order of the Feemer Yugenly Repabiic of
Macvdonis sad incisement of naticnal or refigion ke=ed or minkranar,

The Coastitutonal Court based it [edings oa the following resoning:

“Aocosling bo Bvany Mahajllov's "Radke” scaching, Maceleoisn
etheicity mever existed on this forritary, hu belonged u the flulpanems
(Banxygw) freen Macodomis and Bl s pslognibon nsdaning She
Macadonias ethracity) was $he bigpew erime of (he Bolilndk's
headquartors commtind dasing i exisience. Acconlmg 0 his tackesg,
the proocis of de-bulpeisaton of Macedoma. wiich was veleatly
carmiod out after Be Werkd War 1 waa o slavery evessted by Use Serb-
coemnuniat cogime and that aich, Serbroommunit doctrine foatsued w0
e 2 efBicial ome of the sinbs afier 1 boviess andopondeanil 1 1991

Following Sese foanons, the foundan of the Asociston ~Radka™
tock the following s e svan Progranume obpoctives: 1) 10 rane ol
affinn e Macolonian colters] space, haning as priveity the cultural
ﬁhﬁhﬁﬂh%ﬁm!ﬁuﬂhumhuw

the - centuriey; 1) establnhmon of the
mmmmmnmmmm
ethoiic origin of the Micokeim people, what would mom 3
demmciation of ks budition el culfure,

T affirmation of the idess of the Masodesian | ihamtion movemens,
scconkieg b0 B Asocistios, W (et meins seliel from the
Nscedoplesies”, a0 Serblmcomuushd dectrine wnd from e
“imagined Macedonian nation™ wirich was wed s opon doir for e
scoession of the whake Masedonis within Yugslsvia















